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Vision, Highlights, and History  
 

by Kimberly Svevo-Cianci, PhD, CCWF Executive Director  
 
 
“Everything that was discussed gave me a sense of positivity and a brighter 
future.”  

- Parent from U-46 Century Oaks Elementary School Program 

 
 
CCWF Readers,  
 
The year 2019 was an extremely strong year for the Changing Children’s Worlds 
Foundation. Hundreds of Parents flourished along with their Children as they participated in 
“Best Start for Families-A Health Equity Approach” programming.  
 
Parents improved in expressing empathy, in positive communications with children and other 
family members, and family relationships were strengthened. These are protective factors” 
for children, helping them thrive in family, and then in their communities and greater society 
context.  
Our intergenerational, public health approach helps families attain critical well-being, which 
supports their positive mental and physical health.  
 
Partner schools also realized important increases in Parent engagement and stronger 
relationships with school professionals, which ultimately supports children for stronger 
social/emotional and academic achievement at school 
 

2019 Highlights:  

 

In 2019, the Kempe Center, Denver Colorado obtained a $100,000 grant to bring CCWF’s 
“The Best Start for Families-A Health Equity Approach” to Colorado!  

We began with partner meetings.  

In September 2019, a Kempe Center/ECPAC Team came to Chicago to attend the “Best 
Start” Facilitator Training Workshop hosted at the Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center. 

In October, 2019, the trained Kempe Center “Best Start” Facilitators launched the first “Best 
Start for Families” Parenting Group in Colorado.  

The Best Start “All About YOUth” program was developed and launched, targeted at children 
12-24 years.  



The program focus: 1) Youth develop confidence and agency; 2) Youth understand and 
develop strong family life skills and relationships; 3) Youth learn Restorative Practice skills 
they can apply with friends, family, community and their own children.  

First project hosts were: School District U-46 Larkin High School’s Summer Orientation, 
Elgin (60 youth) and St. Titus M.B. Church Youth Violence Prevention Program, West 
Pullman (10 youth).  

CCWF was honoured that Kane County Sheriff Hain increased our CCWF services for 
Parents/Caregivers at the KC Jail to serve 8 Pods of fathers and mothers over the year, 
totalling nearly 130 Parents.  

Evaluation results show important improvements in this population. CCWF also had our first 
2 projects at the Department of Corrections Fox Valley Adult Transition Center (women in 
the last 2 years of their prison sentence, who will transition back to their children and families 
after many years of separation). Again, the program provided important support to 
participating mothers.  

Also in 2019, CCWF’s formal contract with the Department of Children and Family Services 

(DCFS), was extended and continued to expand to more parents in multiple counties, now 

including Kane, Dekalb, McHenry, Dupage and Kendall Counties. These services are 

provided to DCFS families through community-based Parenting Learning Groups, as well as 

with intensive parenting coaching (one-on-one). 

 
History and Mission:  

Founded in 2011, incorporated with tax exempt status in February 2012, the Changing 

Children’s World Foundation (CCWF) envisions a world where adult caregivers and 

professionals employ empathy- based, trauma-informed caring and support to children, 

youth and their parents - through a universal public health approach which ensures that 

families receive child-rearing support as a natural part of our society. 

 

 



 


